Bonhill Parish Pipe Band
List of Members 1931 – 1959

This is a list of people whom we have been able to identify as being involved with the Bonhill Parish Pipe Band between 1931 and 1959. There are no doubt others who were involved, but for whom as yet no documentary evidence has come to light or who have gone unnamed in photographs. Being on the list, therefore, means that a person was identified in minutes, letters, photos, newspapers, or verbally by someone who was connected with the Band. Not being on the list definitely does not mean that they were not members of the Band / Committee, only that they have not been named in the sources to hand at the moment. We are more than happy to fill omissions and make other corrections to spellings, names etc. 
The list includes pipers, drummers, committee members and fund-raisers. As will be seen, for some members we only have an initial for their first name, while for others we do not even have an initial. This because the records refer to the person only as “Mr” or “Piper / Drummer”. In some cases we have been unable to identify which instrument a person played and have therefore made no attribution. The fact that there are many more pipers than drummers only reflects the typical composition of the band which was 5/6 drummers to 10/11 pipers, although this did vary from time to time. 

The entry for a person’s home, where it is known, is usually where they lived when they first joined the band, although in some cases it is where they lived for most of their career with the Band. 
In most cases Dates refers to the first time a person is documented as being in the Band. In a number of other cases it refers not to a specific date but to a broader time frame during which the person was known to have been involved with the Band e.g. “pre-war”. Where the date of someone’s departure from the band is known for certain, it is given.

Comment is simply other information which may be useful. 

There are 123 entries on the list at present, although it is possible that there are one or two people whom we treat as separate individuals who are in fact the same person, while there is at least one entry which could be two separate people.

	Name
	Role
	Home 
	Dates Joined / Mentioned
	Comment

	
	
	
	
	

	Badger, Gordon
	D
	Dumbarton
	1958
	

	Bratton
	
	
	1949
	

	Brechin, William
	P/S
	Bonhill
	1931
	Founder. Uniform April 1933. 1st P/S, 1st Treasurer

	Brown, Donald
	P
	Clydebank
	1949
	Won Cowal

	Brown, Hector
	P
	
	1933
	Uniform April 1933

	Brown, Lachlan MacLean
	Piper
	
	Pre-war
	Killed on active service in Germany 

	Bruce
	
	
	1949
	Died 1950

	Campbell, John
	
	Christie Park
	1945 - 50
	Committee 1945

	Chisholm, J ?
	
	
	1954
	

	Chisholm, Robert
	D
	Knightswood, Glasgow 
	1953 – 58
	

	Cochrane Charlie
	
	
	1945-49, 1950
	Left to found Lennox PB Rejoined 1950. Later B Cal / Scottish Power 

	Cochrane Harry 
	P
	
	1950
	Joined from Lennox PB when it disbanded

	Collins, Horace
	P
	
	1933
	1945-47

	Connell
	P
	
	1950
	Left 1950 

	Cowan, A
	Committee
	Alexandria
	1955
	Janitor Main St School 

	Dempster, Willie
	P /Committee
	Bonhill
	1945 -50
	Committee 1945. Also piping tutor

	Devine, J
	
	
	1947
	

	Duncan, John
	D
	Alexandria
	1957 - 58
	

	Dunsmore
	P
	
	1950
	

	Erskine
	
	
	1945
	Bandsman

	Fee, James
	P
	Dumbarton
	1952 -58
	Won Cowal

	Finlay, J
	P
	
	1949
	

	Foreshaw, Andy
	P
	Bonhill
	1951
	

	Forrest, John or James both are used
	D
	
	1931
	Founder & 1st Committee. John is used first but James 11/32. Uniform April 1933

	Forsyth
	P
	
	1950
	

	Fraser, R
	Quarter Master 
	
	1947 - 58
	Quarter Master for many years after the war

	Frazer, Duncan
	D / Committee
	
	1931
	Founder & 1st Committee. Killed on active service in Royal Navy, lost at sea

	Gibson, Sam
	P
	Dumbarton
	1951 onwards
	

	Gillies, D
	
	
	
	1946 mention of hime returning his cape, so he must have been a member before this and left by December 1946

	Gillies, Mrs
	Ladies Committee
	
	1946
	

	Good, John
	D
	
	1932
	Uniform April 1933

	Good, Phil
	D
	
	Late 1930’s 1945 – 49
	Left 1949

	Good, WR
	DS
	
	August 1932 onwards
	Joined as drummer August 1932. Uniform April 1933. Resumed D/S when he returned from forces

	Grant, D
	
	
	1949 - 50
	

	Gray
	
	
	1949
	

	Hagen, Jimmy
	D
	Bonhill
	1940 – 50s
	Side drummer

	Hainey, Marty
	P
	
	1950
	Joined from Lennox PB

	Harden
	
	
	1945
	Bandsman, could it be Tommy Hardie?

	Hardie, Tommy
	P
	Renton
	1952
	

	Harris, J
	
	
	1955
	

	Haughie
	D
	
	1932
	

	Henderson, D
	
	
	1931
	Founder & 1st Committee

	Hepburn, Donald
	P
	
	1931
	Founder & 1st Committee. Uniform April 1933

	Hepburn, R (always known as Dick or Dickie)
	P/M
	Jamestown
	1931 - 1949
	Founder and 1st PM / 1st Committee. Was one of the 2 young men who first approached Jock Rogers. Uniform April 1933. Resumed P/M when returned from forces 1946. Emigrated to Australia 1949

	Hepburn, W Snr
	D
	
	1931
	Founder. Listed as paying his weekly contribution 11/31, also appears on list of Whist Tables, probably 11/31. Note of his retirement from Band August 1932

	Hyslop, D 
	D
	
	1946
	Emigrated to Canada 1949

	Jackson, J Jimmy Snr
	P/M
	Renton
	1931-59
	Founder & 1st Committee. Uniform April 1933. Acting P/M during war years. Became P/M when D Hepburn emigrated in 1949, P/M of Cowal-winning Band

	Jackson, Jimmy Jnr
	P
	Haldane
	1957
	

	Kelso, Jimmy
	D/M
	Renton
	1947 onwards
	Won Cowal

	Kenny, William
	
	
	1931 onwards
	Founder & 1st Committee, Quarter Master 1945-

	Kerr, J
	
	
	1945 – 49
	Treasurer 1945-46 

	Kinloch, James
	P
	Alexandria
	Early 1950’s onwards
	Quite likely longer than 1958

	Lavery
	
	
	1953
	

	Lennie
	
	
	1945
	Bandsman. Attended 1st post-war meeting 17.9.45

	Love, John
	P
	Dumbarton
	1945 - 58
	Was the World Champion boy piper

	Lynn, J
	Social Member
	
	
	Served on Committee

	MacGuire, AB
	Secretary
	
	1945
	Became Secretary 1947

	MacPherson
	P
	
	
	

	McCallum, P
	
	
	Left band April 1948
	

	McDermid, Donald
	P/S
	Alexandria
	Pre 1945 - 58
	Won Cowal. First mentioned in April 1933 winning 3rd place in BPPB piping competition for BB’s / Boy Scouts

	McDougall, 
	D
	
	1949 - 50
	

	McEwan, Alex
	Committee, then V-P then President 
	
	1930’s
	V-P 1946 – 53. Became President October 1953 in succession to Jock Rogers

	McEwan, Mrs
	Chairwoman Ladies Committee
	
	1930’s onwards
	Led fund-raiser for many years. Started uniform fund 1935

	McFarlane, Jimmy
	P
	Alexandria
	1949 - 58
	Won Cowal

	McGregor, J
	P
	
	Late 1930’s
	Think he had resigned by 1945, still in contact with the Band March 1947

	McInnes, Colin
	D/M
	
	1931
	Founder. 1st V-President 1931. 2nd D/M 1933

	McInnes, H
	P
	
	1933. Left band 1948, 1955
	

	McIntyre, Donald
	
	
	1946 – 50
	

	McIntyre, John usually known as Jackie
	P
	Cardross
	1930’s, 1945 onwards
	Won Cowal. Real Band stalwart; with Jimmy Jackson kept playing side going during war.

	McIntyre, Mrs
	Ladies Committee
	
	1946
	

	McKean, Alex
	D
	Dumbarton
	1953-58
	

	McKenzie, J
	Tenor D
	
	1945
	Won Cowal

	McKinlay, Robert
	Bass D
	Bonhill
	1950
	Won Cowal

	McLachlan, John
	D/M
	
	1931
	Founder & 1st Committee. First D/M. One of the two people who approached John Rogers to start the band

	McLean, W
	Bass D
	Clydebank
	1933-50’s
	Uniform April 1933. TU, Council, BPPB Committee & President SPBA

	McNaught, R
	P
	
	1932
	Attended 1st post-war meeting

	McNicol, Peter
	
	Alexandria
	1945 - 49
	Committee 1945

	Miller, Alex
	D/S
	Alexandria
	1945
	Won Cowal + individual drumming championship 

	Miller, J
	P
	
	1947
	

	Mills, D 
	Committee & Secretary
	Renton
	1949 - 58
	

	Montague, Jimmy
	P
	Dumbarton
	1949-58
	Joined from Lennox PB. Won Cowal, nick name Jazz

	Montgomery
	P
	
	1951
	

	Mullen
	
	Dumbarton
	1947
	Seems to have left the band by 1947

	Nellis
	D
	
	1950
	

	Niblock, Jimmy
	P
	Bonhill
	1931
	Founder. Left for Army in 1930s rejoined for a time after the war

	Patterson, David
	
	V-P
	1933
	Elected Vice President 1933

	Paul
	
	Balloch
	1945
	Committee 1945

	Proctor, W
	P
	
	1932
	Uniform April 1933

	Raeside
	D
	
	1949
	Joined from Lennox PB

	Rennie, Archie
	P
	Dumbarton
	1949-58
	Left BPPB to join Lennox PB, but rejoined Bonhill when LPB folded. Archie & Bruce are not related

	Rennie, Bruce
	P
	Renton
	1947 onwards
	Left to join Lennox, but returned 1949 and was with the Band throughout the 1950’s

	Rennie,  John Robert
	
	
	1950-54
	Left when he emigrated to Canada.

	Rennie, T
	P
	
	1949
	

	Ritchie, Robert , usually known as Bob
	Bass D
	Balloch
	1953-58
	

	Robertson
	
	
	1947
	Was on the door at the Highland Ball

	Robertson Mrs
	LC
	
	1938 on
	

	Rogers, John
	Pres
	Alexandria
	1931 
	Jock. Catalyst non player, President from 1931 until October 1953, thereafter Hon President until his death

	Ronald, W
	P
	
	1931
	Founder & 1st Committee

	Ronald, Willie
	P
	
	1940s / 50’s
	Korean War veteran

	Simpson, John
	D
	Clydebank
	1950
	Won Cowal

	Sinclair, John
	P
	
	1933-45
	Uniform April 1933, left band in 1945

	Slater, A
	
	
	Pre-war
	AGM 1947 greetings

	Sloss, D
	
	
	1945 - 48
	Are these 2 the same person?

	Sloss, William 
	Drum Sergeant
	
	1931
	Founder & 1st Secretary. Uniform April 1933. Continued as a Band stalwart for many years after giving up Secretary’s job in Feb 1933.

	Smith, Alex
	D
	Drum Sergeant 1933
	1933 onwards
	Uniform April 1933, brother of Hugh. Suggested that he be acting Leading Side Drummer in 1946 until W Good returns from forces. 

	Smith, Hugh
	P
	Alexandria
	1931-1958
	Founder & 1st Committee. Uniform April 1933. Later P/S. Won Cowal

	Smith, Mrs
	Treasurer
	Alexandria
	1958-79
	Widow of Neil Smith. Treasurer after Neil’s death and on LC for years before that. Sent cheque to Erskine Hospital on band’s demise in 1979

	Smith, Neil 
	Secretary then Treasurer, non-playing member
	
	1933-58
	Replaced William Sloss as Secretary in 1933, then swopped Treasurers job with Willie Brechin and stayed Treasurer until his death in 1958. Hugh’s brother

	Smith, Tommy
	P
	
	1933
	Uniform April 1933. Left the band 1950, no relation to Hugh or Alex

	Spottiswood, A 
	
	
	1931
	Founder

	Stewart, A
	D
	
	1950
	

	Tait, J
	D/M & Secretay
	
	1945 - 47
	Left band 1947. Jimmy Kelso took over as D/M

	Thompson
	
	
	1947
	At meeting 10.47

	Urquhart, J
	
	
	1945
	Vice-President 1945

	Wallace, Dougie
	D
	Bonhill
	1947
	Won Cowal

	Wilkie, John
	Committee in the 1930’s
	Jamestown
	Pre-war
	Later a Labour councillor in Bonhill in 1940s and 50s

	Williamson, Danny
	P
	Dumbarton
	1931-1950’s
	Founder. Uniform April 1933. No relation of Scott, but brother of Tommy

	Williamson, J
	P
	
	1931
	Founder & 1st Committee. 1947 returning pipes etc

	Williamson, Scott
	P
	Dumbarton
	1947 onwards
	Missed Cowal because he couldn’t get leave – letter to Jimmy Jackson

	Williamson, Tommy
	D
	Dumbarton
	1933
	Uniform April 1933. Brother of Danny

	Wilson, J
	
	
	1931
	Founder & 1st Committee

	Wright, R
	D
	
	1933 onwards
	Attended 1st post-war meeting 17.9.45

	Young
	
	Jamestown
	1945 - 46
	Committee 1945


The death in a road accident of a Mr Gordon of Millburn Terrace, Alexandria, an “outstanding piper”, is minuted in November 1947. He wasn’t a member of the band at that time and it doesn’t say that he was an ex-member, but he could have been.
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